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Acts 16:1 - 40

Timothy was a believer whom Paul took under his tutelage during his second journey. (Paul would later write him a major letter of encouragement included in the New Testament.) There were many Jewish believers on his route who would point at Timothy’s Greek heritage and use it to distract the crowds from hearing the gospel. Paul judged that this was not the time to push confrontation, thereby lessening the effectiveness of the gospel. He asked Timothy to be circumcised, knowing that this simple act would sidestep a major effort to silence his teaching. Neither Timothy nor Paul believed that circumcision was necessary for conversion, but neither did it display a disbelief in salvation by grace through faith. 


As they began their journey Paul and Timothy visited the churches established on Paul’s first visit, planning then to move on in the same general area. Paul, like us, also had his own agenda of where he believed the Lord would take him next. He was mistaken (most of us have had the same experience in our life planning). Jesus directed his first visit to Europe as a missionary. 

Verse 10 almost brings chills to the reader (in a good way). Luke writes that “we got ready at once to leave….”  Beginning here we have a first hand account of Luke’s journeys with Paul. Immediately after experiencing his vision, Paul gathered his partners in the ministry around and shared it with them. Luke was on the front lines of ministry 2,000 years ago and we are privileged to share his memories of the experience. 

Many would have thought that the possessed slave girl was functioning by the power of one of the Greek gods. Some members of the populace no doubt thought that her owners were charlatans, or she was a nut, or both. Either way, Paul did not need to have the crowds distracted and misled by her and her owners. Once freed from possession, the girl could no longer serve as her owners’ money-maker and they protested to the local authorities. This was a short time after the Jews had been expelled from Rome and their protection in the Empire was somewhat diminished. Emperor worship was spreading in the Empire and may partly account for the comment in verse 21. There was also a barrier in Roman law to proselytizing. One could practice their own religion in peace, but not pester others about it. 

The jailer in Philippi tried to commit suicide because death was the Roman punishment for any guard or jailer who allowed a prisoner to escape. Paul and Silas confounded him—never had he seen the promoters of any religion who were willing to remain in prison when offered the opportunity for escape, even to save another’s life. 


Luke and Timothy had not been arrested. This is probably because they were assumed to be Roman citizens and more difficult to railroad with false charges. Paul and Silas, however, were also citizens, regardless of their looks or religion. The magistrate was about to find that out to his chagrin. 


Rather than leave quietly when freed by the magistrates, Paul announced their citizenship and pointed out that the hearing and beating that he and Silas had endured as Roman citizens were illegal (both were also serious crimes against citizens of Rome). No one would hush up this incident—those who had last seen the missionaries dragged away ignominiously would know the truth! 
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